54/11/06 Dr. Sam Aims Attack At Premeditation Charge by Cleveland News
Cleveland State University 
EngagedScholarship@CSU 
All Articles Newspaper Coverage 
11-6-1954 
54/11/06 Dr. Sam Aims Attack At Premeditation Charge 
Cleveland News 
Follow this and additional works at: https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage 
How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! 
Recommended Citation 
Cleveland News, "54/11/06 Dr. Sam Aims Attack At Premeditation Charge" (1954). All Articles. 403. 
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage/403 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Newspaper Coverage at EngagedScholarship@CSU. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in All Articles by an 
authorized administrator of EngagedScholarship@CSU. 
For more information, please contact 
library.es@csuohio.edu. 
Telephone: PRospect 1-4800 ~ r CLEVELAND, OHIO, SATURDAY. NOVEiIBER. 6, 19~ q~,,Wircphoto~. Exclusive E,·ening Nl....vs of ~lie Associated Press and International News.;E: SEVEN CENTS 
\,/ 
• 
I 
1 
iTrial Shapes 

Six Points as 

His Defense 

BY HOWARD BEAUFAIT 
The defense is slowly showing its hand in the terri· 
bly important poker game that today swirls about Dr, 
Samuel H. Sheppard on trial for the murder of his wife. 
After three weeks of trial and only one state witness 
on the stand, Defense Counsel William J. Corrigan's 
strategy shapes up this way: 
HE IS ATTE MPTING to undermine the premedita· 
t ion element in the crime that could send the Bay Village 
osteopath-surgeon to the electric chair. 
HE HAS SET THE stage to try everyone connected 
with the circumstantial case but Dr. Sam. 
IN CROSS-EXAMINATION of police he will charge 
they bungled and wasted time instead of searching for 
the real killer. 
HE WILL CRUCIFY Susan Hayes who said she was 
Dr. Sam's mistress. 
THE SAME BUNGLING charge has already been 
made against the coroner's office and the autopsy. 
IT WILL ALSO be made against most state wit· 
nesses, including Mayor J. Spencer Houk of Bay Village. 
Corrigan in cross-examining Dr. Lester Adelson, 
pathologist and chief deputy coroner, has questioned the 
cause of death, even insinuated that battered Marilyn 
Sheppard may have been poisoned. · 
The attorney for the defense -------­
never misses an opportunity trial. His sense of timing tells 
also to insinuate into the trial him a jury diliber:lting during 
the shndowy figure of an intru· the Thanksgiving-or Christmas 
der who killed Marilyn Shep· --holidays would be more sym· 
pard while her husband slept pathetic to a husband who is 
downstairs. "wrongfully" accused of killing 
\ And over the entire legal pro- his wife. 
' ceedings Corrigan has poured Common Pleas J udge Edward 
molasses to slow them down to a IBlythin, within the hearing of the 
crawl. He wants to prolong the Continued on Page 2, Column 3 
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five-woman, seven-man jury, lin.J­
ly cracked down on the defense 
"time wasting." The jud.ge told 
Corrigan he bad taken "entirely 
too long," a full day, to cross ex­
amine Dr. Adelson in establishing 
a cause of death. 
But Corrigan is not to be in· 
timidated or turned aside in what 
he considers his duty to his ell· 
ent. He said be was not yet fin· 
isbed with the deputy coroner 
and would probably take another 
hour or two to finish his assault 
when the trial is resumed Mon· 
day morning. 
Judge Blytbin, however, had 
the last word. He said any fur­
ther waste of time would necessi· 
tate Saturday sessions for the 
trial. 
Blots at Weapon 
Assistant County Prosecutor 
John J. Mabon, directing the 
trial for the state, said premed· 
itation is shown in the 25 savage 
blows that rained down on Mar· 
ilyn Sheppard's head and face. 
Corrigan, in questioning Dr. 
Adelson, raised doubts about the 
number of times the murder 
victnn was struck. By the "pat- 1 
tern of, the wounds" the attorney 
insinuated they could have been 
caused by two or three blows-­
not enough for premeditation­
from a multi-pronged instru­
ment. 
Corrigan hinted a g a rd en 
cultivator or pitchfork could 
have been used by the killer. 
"Let the state explain what 
kind of a weapon was used," Cor­
rigan said. "That's up to them." 
In trying to tear down the au· 
topsy findings that Mrs. Shep­
pard died because of a literal 
pulverizing of her skull and 
b r a i n hemorrhages, Corrigan 
asked the deputy coroner: 
"Were any contents of Mari·I lyn's stomach sent to a toxicol· 
: ogist for examination?" 
' '"No, sir." Dr..._~n an-j swered . 
.., "S" 11· there was any poison or 
drugs in her system, we would 
not know about it?" 
State Veils Case 
"Anything of that nature, 
poison or drugs, would have 
shown up in the blood analysis 
that was made," the pathologist 
replied. 
While Corrigan has been re· 
vealing his hand in his many­
sided attack on the state's case, 
the prosecution has revealed 
few of the cards it is holding. 
As far as testimony is con· 
cerned, the state has only estab· 
lished through tbe deputy coro 
ner and bis autopsy that Mari!yo 
Sheppard died by violence, by a 
combination of reactions from 
blows on the head and forehead. 
Calls Contention "Silly" · 
Prosecutor Mahon t e r m e d 
"silly" the defense attorney's at­
tack on the cause of death and 
the attempt to discredit the 
autopsy. 
"A child of 5 years could look 
at the evidence and tell what 
\' a u s e d Marilyn Sheppard's 
d~·ath," Mahon told this reporter. 
"Cvrigan is just trying to waste 
time and impress upon the jury 
his knowledge of medical terms. 
Corrigan's cross-examination of 
the Harvard-trained del)l!ty coro­
ner has revealed a s~rprising 
knowl<?dge of anatomy, but his 
many medical questions about 
the complex machinery of Mari­
lyn Sheppard's body have rarely 
led to any conclusions. 
Ju1·y Attention Wa.nders 
In the later hours of his cross· 
examination of Dr. Adelson, the 
dramatic and deep voiced attor­
ney for the defense lost the jury's 
attention completely. Many of 
them seemed bored and looked 
at the courtroom ceiling. Others 
yawned. One man slept. 
As the atmosphere of boredom 
settled over the long and ram­
bling cross-examination of the 
state's medical testimony, Dr. 
Sheppard became more active. He 
frequently whispered advice and 
questions to his lawyers. Some­
times, when the testimony deait 
with the dissection of his wife 's 
body and the intimate ~amina­
lions that were m.ade at the 
morgue, Dr. Sam put the tips of 
his fingers to his eyes to hold 
back the tear<. 
